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NOV 2005 NEWSLETTER 

Once again it‘s time for a newsletter – this one is long overdue.  The purpose of this newsletter (like all the others) is to empower new immigrants, and foreign workers, with knowledge to make better decisions before and after their arrival. 

VISIT

Matrixvisa Inc. will be visiting South Africa from 19 Nov – 1 Dec.    

IMMIGRATION PLANNING

The Federal government has announced plans to increase immigration with up to 100 000 people per year. Next year the target is increased slightly. In the media plan are mentioned that an extra CAD2 billion dollars will be spend to take care of the backlog of 700 000 people in the waiting list all across the globe.  Last week as I was at an immigration seminar and I sat next to a mr Gilbert Director Economic Policy of Citizenship and Immigration from Ottawa and although he did not mention this specifically, I believe that we will see an increase in pass mark in the near future as there are more applicants than visas available to be issued. Be warned.  I believe their will be plans to equate the applications with number of visa’s issued and increasing the pass mark is a strong possibility in my view.    

STATISTICS AND THE ROLE OF IMMIGRATION

Today, some 40% of Canadians were born abroad, or are the children of new Canadians.   About 170,000 new citizens are approved every year, joining the 18% of Canadian citizens who were born elsewhere. The facts for 2004 are as follows:

Permanent Entry
For 2005 the target for immigration was 220 000 to 245 000 people. From Jan-June 2005, 130 906 permanent residents was allowed in Canada which is 60% of the lower target of the 2005 year, which mean that CIC was performing well within their objective. 

Temporary Entry
In 2004, Citizenship and Immigration (CIC) admitted 90 668 foreign workers into the country of which 37% of the foreign workers were skilled workers (levels 0, A and B) compared against 39% that was skilled workers in 2003.  The total number of foreign workers in 2003 was 85 562, which represents an increase of 6% between 2003 and 2004 (comparing the totals).   Careful analysis of the figures shows that the increase of 6% between 2003 and 2004 was in low skilled labour, such as live in caregivers and farm labourers.

Foreign student numbers decreased slightly from 60201 in 2003 to 56536 in 2004, which is a 6% decrease.  In April 2005, CIC launched two new pilot projects. In the first pilot project students would be allowed to work off-campus, was also initiated by CIC and in the second students would be allowed to work 2 years after graduation - the implementation would be subject to provincial agreements that have to be signed. This second initiative is only valid outside Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal.

A total of 13 598 temporary resident permits (TRP) were issued to overcome inadmissibility in 2004.   About 7000 TRP’s were issued to overcome criminal inadmissibility and 5000 to overcome non-compliance to the Act.      

About 850 000 temporary resident visa cases was received during 2004 and 650 000 was issued.    

Targets

The federal government inends to increase the total number of foreign workers (from all countries) to 95 000 every year from 85 501 in 2003 and 90 668 foreign workers in 2004.  

Canada accepted 225 000 foreigners during 2004-2005  and this will increase to 255 000 in 2005-2006  and continue to increase until it reaches 300 000 per year.   During 2004-2005, 57 were economic classes and 23% were family class, humanitarian applicants and refugees.

There is an estimated 200 000 illegal workers in Canada and the Federal Immigration Minister believes that an amnesty should be declared to get them legal status.  He mentioned that several government agencies (such as the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Human Resources and Skills Development Canada) must cooperate and agree on such an amnesty program. Given the political trouble that the ruling Liberal party will find themselves in very soon, I expect them to try and boost this idea to win votes from immigrant communities.

THE “PRICE OF MILK” QUESTION

Many immigrants, or foreign workers, ask the question how much can I buy for every dollar I will earn in Canada or “How much will I take home”. This is a complex question that requires a detailed answer. To successfully answer this question one should look at more issues than just the price of milk to get to the financial truth.  These issues include taxes, government services being provided and cost of essential items. 

Taxes:  The federal taxes on the income of individuals are calculated as follows:

16% on the first $35,595 of taxable income;
22% on the next $35,595 of taxable income;
26% on the next $44,549 of taxable income; and
29% of taxable income over $115,739.

Provincial taxes are as follows:

	Provincial / Territorial tax rates (combined chart)

	Provinces / Territories
	Rate(s)

	Newfoundland and Labrador
	10.57% on the first $29,590 of taxable income, +
16.16% on the next $29,590, +
18.02% on the amount over $59,180

	Prince Edward Island
	9.8% on the first $30,754 of taxable income, +
13.8% on the next $30,755, +
16.7% on the amount over $61,509

	Nova Scotia
	8.79% on the first $29,590 of taxable income, +
14.95% on the next $29,590, +
16.67% on the next $33,820, +
17.5% on the amount over $93,000

	New Brunswick
	9.68% on the first $32,730 of taxable income, +
14.82% on the next $32,732, +
16.52% on the next $40,965, +
17.84% on the amount over $106,427

	Ontario
	6.05% on the first $34,010 of taxable income, +
9.15% on the next $34,010, +
11.16% on the amount over $68,020

	Manitoba
	10.9% on the first $30,544 of taxable income, +
14% on the next $34,456, +
17.4% on the amount over $65,000

	Saskatchewan
	11% on the first $36,770 of taxable income, +
13% on the next $68,286, +
15% on the amount over $105,056

	Alberta
	10% of taxable income

	British Columbia
	6.05% on the first $33,061 of taxable income, +
9.15% on the next $33,062, +
11.7% on the next $9,794, +
13.7% on the next $16,268, +
14.7% on the amount over $92,185

	Yukon
	7.04% on the first $35,595 of taxable income, +
9.68% on the next $35,595, +
11.44% on the next $44,549, +
12.76% on the amount over $115,739

	Northwest Territories
	5.9% on the first $33,811 of taxable income, +
8.6% on the next $33,811, +
12.2% on the next $42,317, +
14.05% on the amount over $109,939

	Nunavut
	4% on the first $35,595 of taxable income, +
7% on the next $35,595, +
9% on the next $44,549, +
11.5% on the amount over $115,739


The combination of these tax rates are obviously high, but taxpayers do get value for money through free provincial medical services, good schools and effective police services – just to name a few.

Provincial Sales Tax   Most provinces have about a 15% tax on goods and services.  In Alberta this is only 7%, which means that residents have 8% more disposable income.  In Alberta all the residents received a bonus of CAD400 last month – as too much tax was collected.  Today I heard that there is a shortage of office space in Calgary, which is another indication that Alberta’s economy is doing well.     

Cost of Automobiles.  New vehicles in Canada are very cheap compared to many countries in the Third or Developing World.  A Chrysler Caravan (8 seater mini-van) is selling without tax for about CAD19 000, or roughly SAR125 000, whilst the same car cost R350 0000 in South Africa.  A Ford Focus is about CAD33 000 in South Africa and CAD19 000 in Canada.  If a loan is made one should also assess the price of financing this car as well and compare a foreign country against Canada.  In Canada many companies can finance a car for 0% interest over 5 years.  Second hand cars are even cheaper, go to www.autotrader.ca  to review the prices of second hand cars.

Cost of Medical Services, Education, Security and Public Transportation.  Medical services are free and of a very high standard.  Employers provide medical insurance for medicine, dental and ophthalmic services.  Schools are completely free and of a very high first world standard.   Post high school education is expensive, but children will be able to find work on completion of studies. By the way: children can go to school, college or university without fear of being attacked. My 13 year old daughter can take the train “downtown” Toronto and back with her friends, or by herself.  There is a scheme in Ontario called Ontario Student Assistance Program (see http://osap.gov.on.ca) which helps students (and their parents) with money for college or university, with a very low interest rate payable only back once they start working.  Most banks also give student loans for further studies, also at very low interest rates.  Crime is basically non-existent and police services are very good.  It is not unknown to hear about a handbag that was snatched on television. ….the smallest crime reaches the headlines.  Public transport is very effective - city and inter-city bus and train systems are safe, clean and effective. This is another benefit that is received through our taxes.   

Many citizens of countries such as South Africa pay thousands of Rands for private medical insurance, private schools and private armed response/security guards – because the government cannot provide these services to the taxpayers.  Therefore, little value is received for taxes paid to the central government (in my view).  Some are of the opinion that this situation will worsen in the coming years. 

Cost of Electronics and Communication. In Canada electronic goods are extremely cheap, High Speed/Broadband DSL internet access cost about CAD40 or SAR230 (10MB/sec).  Local phone calls are free and a long distance call to South Africa costs about CAD5 or SAR25 for 45 minutes.

Heating Cost  Heating costs are higher in Canada than many third world or developing countries (which are usually in warmer climates).    

Cost of Alcohol & Tobacco  Alcohol and tobacco is more expensive in Canada.  For example, a case of 24 beers (Lakeport Lager or Black label) is CAD24,00 for 24 beers, that is about SAR5,50 per beer.  A bottle of wine starts at about CAD9,00 or R45 per bottle. 

Real Estate and Mortgages  Interest rates for mortgages are about 4% - 5% in Canada depending on the size of the down payment, which is much lower than most other countries. The prices of property in every town can be viewed at www.mls.ca  - obviously not all properties are listed on this website but can give the reader an idea.  Property is usually a good investment in the long term and could yield good returns. 

Price of Freedom & Safety  It is also relevant to determine why one would work and live in Canada.  Is the peace of mind of a stable future and safety in your own home something that one can measure in terms of dollars? I do not believe that is the case.  

Future & Value of Pension.  People asking questions about purchasing power of their income should also attempt to determine what is waiting for them in Canada over 10 or 20 years and compare that against the economic, political and personal futures in their own countries.  For people moving to Canada for a short period that is obviously not important.

One should look ahead and determine the value of a pension in Canada and compare it against a country such as South Africa. This is a question to do with the future and one has to make a prediction of the economic future of a country to determine the future of pension payouts or retirement planning. Unfortunately the scope of this discussion goes beyond this newsletter.  

Many highly skilled people are not thinking ahead and making their own prediction on the future – as many people did not do in Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  Essentially this is not just a question about the price of milk but a question about the future and the risks involved in this waiting period.   

Cost of  Food and  Household Consumables & Price Comparison

SAR= South African Rand

CAD=Canadian Dollars 

1 lb= 0,4535 924 kg

A comparison was made between the prices of a basket of goods between Canada and South Africa in Oct 2005 – in Canada the prices were selected from 2 stores and in South Africa as well. This is obviously not 100% scientific and some products are seasonal. However, it would give you a good idea about the differences.  It would have been interesting to compare the price difference from 5 years ago. South Africa has become very expensive in a short period. I predict it will become more expensive in the future…… 

	Product
	Canada Price

CAD 
	South Africa Price Rands converted to CAD at rate of SAR5,4 = 1 CAD
	Difference between Canada and South Africa

	Pineapple
	1,95 for one 
	SAR 5,30 or CAD0,98 for one


	98 % more expensive  in Canada

	Potatoes
	1,97 for 10 lbs
	SAR30 for 10 kg or 22 lbs or 

SAR13,63 for 10 lbs or 

CAD2, 52 for 10 lbs 


	27 % more expensive in South Africa

	Miracle Whip
	2,99 for 950 ml
	SAR17,99 for 780 gr or CAD3,33 for 780 grams or CAD4,05 for 950 ml
	35 % more expensive in South Africa

	Banana
	1,04 per kg
	R5 per kg or CAD0,91 per kg
	12 % cheaper in South Africa

	Toothpaste Colgate 
	67 cent for 130ml
	SAR5 for 100 ml or SAR6,50 for 130 ml or CAD 1,20 for 130 ml
	79 % more expensive in South Africa

	Corned Beef (Bully Beef)
	1,45 for can 340g
	SAR7,99 for 300 gr or SAR9,05 for 340 g or 

CAD1,67 for 340gr
	15 % more expensive in South Africa

	Navel Oranges 
	3,97 per 8lb bag or 3,62 kg bag = 1,09  per kg
	SAR2 per kg or CAD0.37 per kg
	66 % cheaper in South Africa

	Chicken 
	CAD2,15 per kg
	SAR16 per kg or CAD2,96 per kg
	37 % more expensive in South Africa

	Paper Towels

For Kitchen
	2,97 for 8 rolls
	SAR40 for 8

CAD 7,40 for 8
	149 % more expensive in South Africa

	Margarine
	3, 97 for 907 g bucket
	Prices range from R10 to R21 for Margarine per kg. A middle of the range of  R16 per 1 kg chosen or SAR14,5 or CAD2,69 per 907g
	Canada is 32 % more expensive 

	Cream Parmalat 
	2,97 per litre
	R8,69 per 250 ml or R34,76 per litre or CAD6,43 per litre 
	South Africa is 116 % more expensive 

	Coke 2 litre bottle
	0,97
	R10,98 per 2 litre or CAD 1, 89 per 2 litre
	South Africa is 94 % more expensive

	Nestle Evaporated Milk 385 ml
	1,00
	R8,59 per 380 ml or CAD1,59 per 380 ml
	South Africa is about 59 % more expensive 

	Salad Dressing  475 ml No-name brand
	1,50
	SAR11 for 790 ml or R6,61 or CAD1,22 for 475 ml 
	South Africa is 18 % cheaper 

	Bacon
	2,88 for 500g
	SAR26 or CAD4,8 for 500g
	South Africa is 66 % more expensive

	Tomatoes
	2,09 per kg
	R8 to R10 in season CAD1,85 
	South Africa is 11 % cheaper

	Cauliflower
	99c each
	R5,40 each
	No price difference

	High quality red grapes
	2,18 per kg
	SAR6 or CAD1,1 per kg 
	South Africa is 98 % cheaper

	Olive Oil Extra Virgin
	13,97 for 3 litres
	R197 for 3 litres or CA36,63 for 3 litres
	South Africa is 

162 % more expensive

	Kraft mayonnaise
	2,29 for 750 ml


	SAR18 per 735 g or CAD3,33 for 733 g

CAD3,40 for 750g
	South Africa is 48 % more expensive

	Milk
	99c per litre


	R6 per litre or CAD1,1 per litre 
	About the same

	Bananas
	1,04 per kg
	R5 per kg
	About the same price

	Kellogg’s Frosty Flakes
	2,97 for 750g


	R17, 49  or CAD3,23 
	South Africa is 9 % more expensive

	Bread Whole Wheat
	1,33 No Frills
	R3,45 or 

CAD0,63 per loaf 
	South Africa is 48 % cheaper

	Beet
	1,97 per 4,5 kg bag=  

0,43 per kg 
	R5 for a bushel 
	South Africa is 50 % cheaper

	Onions
	1,97 per 4,5 kg bag=  

0,43 per kg
	R15 per kg or CAD3,00 per kg
	Canada is 35 % cheaper

	Nescafe Coffee  
	2,47 for 200g
	R30 or CAD5,5 
	South Africa is 122 % more expensive

	Toilet Paper 32 rolls 2play
	7,47 or 23c  a roll
	R50 for 18 or 2,77 per roll or 

CAD 0,51 per roll
	South Africa is about 100 % more expensive 

	Vicks Medinite
	10,99 for large bottle
	R48,49 or CAD 8,97 for a bottle 
	South Africa is about 18 % cheaper

	Tissues
	5,97 for 9 boxes
	R8,50 for one box or CAD1,57 per box or CAD14,16 for 9 boxes
	South Africa is 138 % more expensive 

	Couscous
	1,57 per kg
	R52 per kg or CAD9,62 per kg


	South Africa is about 500 % more expensive

	Can of Beans
	87 c per 540 ml
	R4,99 for 420 g or  CAD0, 92 per 420 g

CAD1,18 per 540 g
	South Africa is 35 % more expensive 

	Can of Peas
	0,65 per 398 ml
	R3,29 for 410 g or CAD0,64 for 410g
	About the same price

	Peanut butter 
	1,97 for 1 kg
	R9,95 for 410g or SAR24,26 fro 1kg or CAD4,49 for 1kg

	South Africa is about 400 % more expensive

	Oreo Cookies 
	2,83 for 350 g
	R8,89 or CAD1,64 
	South Africa is about 40 % cheaper

	Frozen corn
	3,77 per 2kg
	R18,45 or 

CAD3,41 per 2 kg
	South Africa is about 8 % cheaper 

	Butter 
	3,89 per 454 g
	R16 for 500g or CAD2,96 per 500g
	South Africa is 23 % cheaper

	Kellogg’s Raisin Bran
	3,47 per 500 g
	R16, 49 per 375 g or R21 for 500g or CAD4,07 for 500g
	South Africa is 17 % more expensive

	Strawberry Jam
	1,87 per 475 ml
	13,49 pr 325 g or R19,71 for 475 g or

CAD3,65 for 465g
	South Africa is 95 % more expensive

	Tuna in a can 
	47c for 170 ml
	R6 for or CAD1,11 
	South Africa is about 136 % more expensive

	Spaghetti
	0,87 for 900g
	R5 for 500g or R9 for 900g or CAD 1,66  
	South Africa is 79 % more expensive

	Dish washing liquid 
	97 c for 1,12 litre 
	R8,00 for 750 ml or R10,66 for 1 litre or CAD1,97 
	South Africa is 113% more expensive

	Baking Flour
	5,97 for 10 kg or 

0,59 for 1 kg
	SAR 11 for 250 or  44 per 1kg or CAD8,18 per kg
 
	South Africa is about 1000 % more expensive or 10 times as expensive 


For what it is worth, here are some retailers in Canada:     

Cheaper Groceries

http://www.shopnofrills.ca/
http://www.foodbasics.com/
More Expensive Groceries
http://www.sobeys.com/
http://www.loblaws.ca/
http://www.longos.com/
http://www.freshobsessed.com/  (for Dominion Food Stores)

www.freshathighlandfarms.com
An attempt to start an online grocery retailer (http://www.egrocer.ca./) in Canada failed and was closed in Sept 2005.

It is clear that Canada is affordable when compared to South Africa.  Residents could expect to get a lot of value for every dollar that is earned through effective governmental services (educator, medical services, etc) and relatively cheap goods (food, automobiles and electronic goods). 

BEST CITY ISSUE (AGAIN)

Vancouver tops liveability ranking according to a new survey by the Economist Intelligence Unit.  The following is an extract from the article published here:   

http://store.eiu.com/index.asp?layout=pr_story&press_id=660001866&ref=pr_list  

Here follows an extract:  This survey by the Economist Intelligence Unit assessing the "liveability" of 127 cities worldwide has found Vancouver to be the most attractive destination. The survey shows cities in Canada, Australia, Austria and Switzerland as the most ideal destinations thanks to a widespread availability of goods and services, low personal risk and an effective infrastructure.

The survey mentions that with low crime, little threat from instability or terrorism and a highly developed infrastructure, Canada has the most liveable destinations in the world.   With a rating of just 1% (as a result of a small threat from petty crime) Vancouver is the highest ranked city of all 127 surveyed.  A further two Canadian cities (Calgary and Toronto) feature in the top five with ratings of just 3%. Here are the top ten cities: 

	THE TOP TEN

	CITY
	RANK

	Vancouver
	1

	Melbourne
	2

	Vienna
	2

	Geneva
	2

	Perth 
	3

	Adelaide
	3

	Sydney
	3

	Zurich 
	3

	Toronto
	3

	Calgary
	3


CANADA’S REAL ESTATE MARKET

According to the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, house prices in Sydney have fallen about 15% since the end of 2003.  In Britain, there has been a sharp drop in house price appreciation this year to 2%, compared with 19% a year earlier. And while house sales were up in the U.S., the median price of a home fell in July by more than 7%.  Some analysts predict these prices can have an effect on Canada’s house prices as well.  

Research has shown that Canadian prices are high but not as high as London, Sydney and other places in the world.  Therefore, the gurus expect a slowdown and not a burst bubble. 

The average cost of a home in the Greater London Area including condos is now 293,363 pounds or $611,759 (Canadian).  Buying a detached home there is only for the wealthy at 589,590 pounds, or $1.23 million.  In the Toronto area, the average price of a home including condos is only $323,255, making purchasing attractive. 

I suggest all newcomers read the book “Real Estate Investing In Canada” that was recently published – the author is Don Campbell and the ISBN number is : 

ISBN: 0470835885 and it costs about CAD25.

A Canadian company, Clayton Research, publishes interesting articles on property issues.  Here is the website: 

http://www.clayton-research.com/articles.html
STEP TAKEN TO HELP NEW IMMIGRANTS

So, it is encouraging that the federal government is taking new steps to improve the integration of foreign-trained immigrants into the workforce.  In an announcement this week, Ottawa said it would spend: 
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$75 million over the next five years to help foreign-trained healthcare workers become accredited to work in Canada. The government estimates the funding should integrate as many as 1,000 doctors, 800 nurses and 500 other professionals into the healthcare system. 
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$68 million over six years to set up a program to assess and recognize foreign credentials. 
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$100 million to improve the federal government's immigration Internet portal, which gives prospective immigrants information about preparing for the Canadian job market. 
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$20 million a year to help immigrants acquire workplace language skills. 

DOCTORS FOR CANADA
The federal government will spend $75 million over the next five years in an effort to both speed up and ease the integration of  foreign-trained medical doctors into Canada's healthcare system. This is part of the International Trained Workers Initiative involving 14 Federal departments and agencies.   

The Federal government also announced the establishment of the National Credential Verification Agency. The goal of the new agency is to streamline the cumbersome process many IMGs must go through to have their credentials verified. The new agency is being developed with $1.86 million in funding from Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. The same federal department is also providing $1.34 million to help the Medical Council of Canada put its IMG evaluation exam into an electronic format.

According to Dr. Dauphinee, who co-chaired the Canadian Taskforce on International Medical Graduate Licensure, which was created in 2002 to look at improving the way qualified IMGs are integrated into Canada's physician workforce. 
The Canadian Post-M.D. Education Registry will also receive $834,625 to create a pan-Canadian database with information about IMGs, to help improve planning for their assessment, training and integration.

It is stated in the media that this is not enough as the shortfall in Canada is about 4000 doctors.  To make matters worse: about 3000 Canadian doctors leave for the USA every year,  therefore the expected influx of foreign trained IMG’s will continue.  
MEXICANS TO CANADA

The number of legal, temporary workers in Canada from Mexico rose 68% to 22,344 from 13,261, from 1998 to 2003, the latest year for which statistics are available.  By comparison, there were 110,075 legal, temporary workers admitted to the United States from Mexico in 1998, and 130327 in 2003, an 18% increase.  Therefore, Mexicans are now finding Canada to be a better choice and moving here, instead of the USA for temporary work. 

REFUGEES 

Talking about Mexicans:  By 2003, peaceful Mexico was Canada's third-biggest source of refugee claimants, right up there with countries like Pakistan, which is plagued by religious violence, and Colombia, devastated by decades of civil war. 

Mexican refugee claims were negligible three or four years ago and now about 100 a month are submitted.  It is clear that our system is being abused as it takes years for these cases to be finalized.

 
Costa Rica, another tranquil country whose citizens did not need visas to visit Canada, ranked No. 4 among refugee claimants in 2003, outpacing places like China and strife-torn Sri Lanka. It seems as if some commercial intervention might be the cause of this unexpected increase. 


BIRTH RATE & IMMIGRATION

Canada's low birth rate, about 1.61 children per couple, means the country needs immigrants to maintain its population of 33 million, whilst the USA is holding steady at 2.08 children per couple. This will put more emphasis on immigration and recruitment of foreign workers. 

SPONSORING PARENTS 


On April 19, Canada said it would spend $58 million to speed up citizenship applications and vowed to triple citizenship approvals for parents and grandparents of immigrants. While they're waiting for citizenship, those people will get 5-year, multiple-entry visas to visit their children in Canada. 
  

UNEMPLOYMENT IS LOW

Canada ‘s unemployment is at a 30 year low at about 6,5 % average.

Here is the UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY METROPOLITAN AREA according to the fist quarter of this year.


	 Province
	Rate

	St. John’s, Nfld.
	8.5%

	Halifax
	6.3%

	Saint John, N.B.
	6.5%

	Quebec City
	5.4%

	Montreal
	8.3%

	Ottawa-Gatineau
	6.8%

	Sudbury
	7.9%

	Toronto
	7.5%

	Thunder Bay
	7.8%

	Winnipeg
	4.9%

	Regina
	4.5%

	Saskatoon
	5.0%

	Calgary
	4.3%

	Edmonton
	4.6%

	Vancouver
	6.5%

	Victoria
	5.5%


PROVINCIAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
(3 MONTH MOVING AVERAGE)

	 Province
	% Rate

	Newfoundland/Labrador 
	14.9%

	Prince Edward Island 
	10.4%

	Nova Scotia 
	8.6%

	New Brunswick 
	9.4%

	Quebec 
	8.2%

	Ontario 
	6.9%

	Manitoba 
	5.3%

	Saskatchewan 
	5.2%

	Alberta 
	3.5%

	British Columbia 
	6.5%


Want to know more about the state of the economy ? Go to 

http://www.statcan.ca/start.html and click on “Economy Online”.

MANUFACTURING NEWS

In Manitoba, the restructuring at Palliser Furniture resulted in a decision to shift its upholstery, leather cutting and sewing operations from Winnipeg to Mexico. Their upholstery plants will decrease from three to two, and by December up to 100 to 300 people will lose their jobs. 

It is also reported that Canada has moved many of its clothing manufacturing jobs to China and India with 23 000 jobs being lost to offshore manufacturing in the past 24 months.  

Two large paper mills have closed down in Saskatchewan and Newfoundland and many of the skilled journeymen (tradesmen) are moving to the Oil and Mining Industries.

With the growth in employment (300 000 jobs per annum in Canada) it is clear that more jobs are being developed outside the manufacturing sector, which I assume will be in the service industry. 
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